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REPORT ON FEU ACTIVITIES IN JULY 2014 

 

Community Sensitization: 7 Community sensitizations were undertaken in Jamestown and 

Chokor (Greater Accra), Keta, Woe, Tegbi, Vodza, Denu and Aflao (Volta Region). About 400 

artisanal fishermen were informed about the activities of the Fisheries Enforcement Unit and 

were advised against the use of illegal fishing methods. It was observed that the use of illegal 

monofilament nets was rampant in all the communities. 

Quayside Inspections: Daily quayside inspections were conducted at Tema and Takoradi ports. 

86 inspections were carried out on 70 trawlers and 16 tuna vessels were inspected in both ports. 

260 hours were spent during the inspections. 

Land Patrols: 45 hours of land patrols were conducted in 9 communities: Keta, Woe, Tegbi, 

Vodza, Denu, Aflao, Jamestown, Dansoman, and Chokor. 107 pieces of illegal monofilaments 

were seized from canoe fishermen. The seized nets are being kept in a warehouse belonging to 

the Fisheries Commission in Tema. The land patrols were facilitated by two pick-up vessels 

hired from the Ghana Navy and also the use of a truck from the Fisheries Commission. 

At Sea Patrol: 5 at-sea patrols lasting 110 hours were conducted in the following areas using 

Ghana Navy patrol boats in areas of the sea around Aflao, Winneba and Tema. 6 industrial 

vessels comprising 5 trawlers (Sea Plus 87, Sea Plus 89, Emule 1 and Twinport City 104) and 1 

tuna vessel (Panofi ) were boarded. Three trawlers were arrested for using small meshed cod end: 

Twinport City 104 and Twinport City 101 and Comforter II.  

Prosecutions: The trawler, Twinport City 104, which was arrested during the month of July, is 

awaiting prosecution in Tema after the owners requested for out of court settlement in Tema. 

Twinport City 104 and Comforter II were prosecuted and fined a total amount of GH₵27,640.  

Cases Pending: Several cases pending in Tema will be heard in August when the processes for 

the establishment of the Fisheries Settlement Committee in Tema are completed. Takoradi has 

only one case pending in court involving Mengxin 5 for illegal transshipment of fish to a canoe 

in December 2013. 

Transhipment: Two tuna transshipments were supervised by MCS personnel. One was in Tema 

Anchorage from Panofi Frontier to Volta Victory, whereas the other was in Takoradi port from 

Panofi Forerunner to Volta Victory. The transshipments lasted for 144 hours. 

VMS Installation and Monitoring: The VMS installation on the industrial trawlers was 

ongoing with 35 vessels installed at the end of July. The target is 106 vessels and is expected to 

be completed on 10 August 2014. However, the vessels which did not have Mobile Maritime 

Service Identity (MMSI) and Call Sign are yet to receive them from the National 
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Communication Authority (NCA). This may pose some delay to the process. The new 

installations together with that of the tuna vessels are continually being monitored. 

Staff Training: 4 MCS personnel participated in a Regional Workshop conducted by the 

Fisheries Committee for West Central Gulf of Guinea (FCWC) in Lome Togo from 28-31 July 

2014. The workshop was aimed at building the capacity of participants in the fight against 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

Review Meeting: A review meeting was held in Tema on 16 July 2014 to discuss the operations 

of the FEU from January to June 2014. It was realized that the activities of the FEU were picking 

up gradually and stakeholders were getting to know about the presence of the Unit. The meeting 

emphasized that subsequent activities should be properly planned and personnel must maintain 

professionalism in their actions. It is hoped that FEU activities will be enhanced when the new 

vehicles are procured next month. 

 


